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Our apology for presenting this imperfect work to 
the public is, that we believe the farce which we are 
about to describe, as acted in the , KauVoo Temple, in 
our presence, tends fo the ruin of .thousands, iancl if 
we had followed out the principles contained ,in the 
farce, it would, in all' probability; hate, resulted in 
literal death. "" • •' '■ •• • >>r: .. -y 
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THE TEMPLE. , ,! 

‘ ’ • - 4 'i ’ . .U :n . j<j- *j 

The Great Mormon Temple, at Nauvoo, the particulars of which 
are given on another page; was built Under the direclioh of Joseph 
Smith, the Great Mormon Prophet. He said thtf Lord God spake t6 
him from heaven, and comtnanded thb pebple, through him; to build 
a house unto his (the Lord’s) name, and when it was finished, he 
(the Lord) would reveaf ’tht6h^h;the;P/0phdJl Joseph; the great object 
for which it was reared, and reward the people for all their labor in 
erecting the same. This Gfand Edifice was commerced in the Jear 
1841, by a comparatively poor end destitute people', that-had just 
beefc driven from the state of Missouri; We labored bn this building 
witfc many'privations, in heat and bold,’ahd in Tery"many instances, 
hunger, supposing we would be rewarded for all bur privfction^ when 
the house was finished, with, as we always' supposed/an unusual 
outpouring of the Spitrit* 5 as on the faf ot Pentecost, 1 dfr mi least linf- 
liar/ Afte? ifcbs laboring' about ihre<&’^enA; ^Wopfret was taui*- 
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dered, (the account given on another page,) unexpected to all of us. 
By this circumstance, we were all thrown into confusion, not knowing 
whether to proceed with the Temple, or leave it in its unfinished 
state. While in thij condhiqfn, there tqxwf a controversy, which 
should be the greatest. After n4jot contest with Sidney Rigdoo and 
a few others, a man by the name of Brigham Young succeeded in 
getting, as he supposed, Joseph's place. He now comes out and 
says; Wore .the Prophet was murdered, he revealed to him all con¬ 
cerning the Temple secrets, the object for which it was built, &c., 
fcnd now if you will go on and finish the house, 1 will take you in 
and reveal all that the Prophet would if he bad lived, for I am in 
possession of all concerning the matter. We now go on with renew¬ 
ed courage, and in a few months enclose the Temple. About this 
time a mob is gathering, crying out with all vengeance, the Mormons 
shall all leave the state. The reasons, whys, wherefores, den., were 
given. After a number of skirmishes, with the loss of some valua¬ 
ble lives, there is a treaty signed by the Mormons to the effect, that 
if the mob will leave and not trouble them until spring, (it is now 
fall,) they will then all leave the state. 

The great object now is, to secure the blessing in the Temple, the 
object for which it was built. There is now a secret preparation go¬ 
ing on, in preparing the inside of the Temple, by a few, selected 
for that purpose, , unbeknown to the main body of the people. The 
upper main floor of the Temple, in the attic story, is temporarily 
partitioned, by drawing heavy canvass promiscuously across the floor, 
in different directions, forming rooms, some large, others smaller*.all 
furnished and fitted, representing certain things, with doors, halls, 
&c., like-other partitions, only this is all temporary, calculated ex* 
pressly for acting what 1 shall now describe. 

First Degree in the Temple. 

The following process is what myself and wife were personally 
taken through, in turn with twelve or fifteen thousand others, in the 
Temple, in February, 1846, said to be our rewrrd, as revealed from 
God to Joseph Smith, for erecting that splendid edifice, and the ex¬ 
press object for vvhich it was built. 

The Drama (as I call it,) runs thus :—We have a- notice to appear 
at the Temple at five in ihe morning. I am instructed to wear white 
drawers* My wife is u bring her nig^t clothes with her. What 


those orders we /or, we heve do idea in the least. We go according, 
to orders at fire precisely, for we are anxious to receive our long ex*i 
pected blessing from God, for which we hare labored faithfully, and 
for the knowledge of which we have been held in suspense, with 
thousands of others, for years, especially for the last number of 
weeks, while others have been going iu in their turn before us. We 
are met at the outside porch of the Temple and ordered to pass up 
the main winding stjirway, from the base to the upper attic story j 
here is a sitting room; we are ordered to be seated, where we lay 
off the hat, cloak, bonnet, dec.; our anxiety now begins moderately to 
increase, by some curious and strange movements we see here, such 
as carrying water to and from d certain direction, dec. A few of such 
and other similar strange movements are here accidentally crossing 
our observation, as we sit here on this singular occasion, conducted, 
to begin with, where we did not e*pect tq go, that is, in the attic 
story of the Temple. We are now called out of the sitting room 
and placed in front of a closed door, that opens on a. floor the whole 
size of the Temple. I am ordered now to take my wife and pass 
through this door, which opens as we approach it. We are brought 
immediately into a narrow hall formed by the canvass I spoke.of; at 
the farther end of the hall stands a man; as we approach him, he 
says, you most here separate ; directs me through a door to the right, 
my wife through one to the left, in an opposite direction. I am now 
ordered to be seated; I next pass through an examination to this ef; 
feet; whether I am sufficiently responsible to receiver what they are 
about to commit to me, dec.. If lam known to be so, I am initiated 
through ; if not, I go no further. After undergoing an examination 
of this kind, 1 am ordered by the conductor to lay off my outside 
clothes, such as coat, vest, pants, boots,, dec, and lay them on a pile, 
in the centre of the floor. After some more ceremony of not much 
consequence, . 

Second Degree in the Templ^ 

a door into another room, this room is 
to twilight. hefe is a variety of tere- 
moriy going on in this room, some of rather to delicate a nature to 
speak of as this work is, designed to be read by all classes of both 
sex. I am however divested of the Remainder of my clothing, and 
placed in r. horizontal position in a bath of water that hat been ptfe* 


I conducted through 
considerably shaded nearly 



3 &refl for this purpose, acd am washed from head to foot, with the 
fottoWng eerembuy: ’ 4 * I wash you that you he clean to perform 
the work assigned to yon; your eyes, that you niay See the glory of 
God ; your ears 5 that you may hear His voice your mouth, that you 
may speak forth His praise; yoUr arms and breast, that you may be 
strong to perform His work; and so down to your feet, that you rriay be 
swift to run the race, ,f &c. All this time I am rolled and tumbled about 
from one side of the bath to the other. Head a>part of the time un¬ 
der water, half strangled under a considerable excitement, not know¬ 
ing what was coming next. At last the priest lays his hands on my 
head, and pronounces me clean in the name of the Lord, and prepar¬ 
ed for the further ordinances of his house. 

I am now ordered out of the bath in a standing position, and have 
sweet scented oil poured from a horn oh the top of my head, until it 
runs all over my body. I am now said to be the Lord’s Annointed, 
as in the days of old, when they were annointed to the office of King, 
Jcc. After this I am seated, and the priest lays his hands oh ray 
head and ordains me to be kin£ in time and eternity. After receiving 
this ordination I am presented with, and have put on, what they call 
an under garment. This is a tight fit, made of white cotton cloth, 
'with two marks on it; a square iu the breast, and a compass on the 
knee, I am told this garment represents the white stone in scripture, 
in which was a new name given. I here have a new name given me. 
t am told also', that I am always to wear this garment under my 
clothes, while I am in the world. God has ordered this; and I can 
receive no harm while 1 have it on. The name I received was Lehi, 
one of the names of the Book of Mormon. This name I was forbid¬ 
den to reveal to any one but the one at the door of the Celestial King¬ 
dom. What this meant, I found out afterwards. The compass on 
the knee signifies our willingness to’ bow always; the square, God’s 
protection, icc. I now have put on me, over this under garment, a 
common shirt open at the collar. In this dress, after so much cere¬ 
mony, I am cotgincted into a third room, where a lesson commences. 
It will readily be perceived by the intelligent reader, that this whole 
ceremony js designed to represent a certain thing, and what has been 
acted in the two rooms already described, consists altogether in a 
preperation of what follows, probaly designed to represent some of 
the ancient customs where the children of Isreal were required to 
wash their clothes &c. to appear in the presence of the Lord. 
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Third Degrea in the Temple. 

I am now placed in a certain position on the flodr designed to represent 
a certain thing, and that is Adam in embryo.. All is now, silent for awhile, 
the silence is at lenght broken by a rumbling noise, as from a distance 
the noise terminates in a voice;. 44 Let .the light be divided from the 
darkness; let .the light be called day, r; and the darkness, night;. Let 
there be a firmament in the midst of the waters; Let the firmament 
be called Heaven; let the waters t .under the firmament be gathered 
together in one place, and let the dry land appear; let the dry land 
be called earth; and the gathering together of the waters, seas; I$t 
the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit-tree 
yielding fruit, after his kind, whos*e seed is jn itself upon the. earth* 
let the ea'th bring forth the living creature.after his kind, cattle and 
creeping things and beasts of the earth, after, their kind/*.. r . 

[The reader will perceive that^this conversation differs from Moses 9 
history of the creation. Moses says, 48 And the Lord sayed let there 
be light;&c.” and there was light, speaking of the .Deity.in the;third 
* person. It is here as if the Almighty himself is first in the,act of crea¬ 
tion ; and this is the idea intended in the. farce.] y i * . 

After the individual thus representing the Lord behind the..curtain 
(as in the act of creation,^ is supposed to have created, the.heavens 
and the earth, cattle, beasts, creeping,things, fowls pf the air, fishnf 
the sea, &c., he continues ^his work farther and says, V Now let. us 
go down and make man in our image, after our likeness/! All this 
time t am in silence, hearing, but not seeing any thing, uud knowing 
not. what is to take place the next moment * for all is new and , unex¬ 
pected from first to last, of this whole drama. .Whence says, “Let 
us go down and make man,” I hear his footsteps approaching the 
room where X am ;. Jie comes in—comes to where I am —puts 
his hand to the floor, and then on me, as if fulfilling this scripture: 
" And the Lord. God fpnned man of the dust of the ground^ and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living 
* 0U V’ .v.After .going on as informing me newly, o £ the dustof. the 
ground, he stoops ; down and. breaches on me,, and now I am supposed 
i life.;. l am seii ordered to change: my positioh 16 

a seeping ;one # as if fulfilling* 44 And the Lord God caused a deep 
sleep tp.f vl,upon Adam,and healept.” I am now ordered to put mjr 
head dovn low and feign myself in a deep sleep* ', Tim individual 
representing the Almighty, continues his work, as if fulfilling, “And he 




ft 

took m rib, and ri>whUV toflt God fed totes from man made 
he a woman, and brought her unto the man.** After he has taken the 
rib, he passes out of the room and is supposed to hare formed the 
woman of the rib; he soon returns with a woman and places her di¬ 
rectly before me, as I am sitting, head down, as if in a deep sleep. I 
am now saluted with a loud voice, ° Adam, here is thy companion. 

1 give her to be with thee—what wilt thou call her V 9 I now raise 
up my head and awake out of my feigned sleep, and to my surprise, 
here stands a female directly in front of me, about 3} feet from my 
knees, as I am seated ; her dress consists of an under piece of linen, 
white stockings, long night gown all tied down before, and a kind of 
white head dress of book muslit\, looking me directly in the face, 
without a smile. As I raise up my head from the voice, “Adam, 
here is thy companion—what wilt thou call her V 9 I now answer by 
direction, “ This is bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh ; she shall 
he called woman, because she was taken out of man.” After a second 
squint at this supposed new made Eve, I found her to be my wife 
that I had separated from me on first entering the Temple. This was 
the first time I had seen her, or even thought of her, from the com¬ 
mencement of this very queer and excitable farce, my mind being al¬ 
together taken up wjth the novelty of this unexpected ceremony.— 
She tells me after leaving me where we were ordered to part, on first 
entering, she has gone through two rooms, and the same ceremony 
'precisely, only conducted by females exclusively. We are now sup¬ 
posed to be Adam and Eve, and the reason of my shirt’s being put- 
aide, and she having on night clothes, is to represent nature. I am 
now ordered to take Eve and follow our conductor out through a par¬ 
tition door into another apartment. 

Fourth Degree in the Temple. 

This is *e much larger room than the others through which we have 
passed, the floor all nicely covered with green trees, shrubbery, plants, 
flowers, dec., one varying from the other in height as they stand on 
the floor, forming allies, walks, &e M representing the garden of Eden. 
This place being a little shaded, aft least as dark as twilight, arid the 
shrubbery interspersed with human beings, dressed in this peculiar 
way, acting out so sublime a piece, formed a sight both novel and 
sublime m the extreme. 
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W« follow a man here through the aisle* and waBrt 'of the garden, 
representing the Almighty, beholding the strange ! and unexpected' 
scenery that has just presented itself to our view; * He days, 64 This 
is a beautiful place, every thing delightful for the eye acid raate-^t 
all these things you may freely eat? but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, (pointing to a certain; tree,) thou* shalt met 
neither shalt thou touch it, for in the day thou latest thereof thod 
shalt surely die.” He leaves the garden, and'in a few tnoments ah* 
other individual comes in, representing the Devil. He Walks round 
between the trees, and peaks and skulks as .if intent on some mischief 
and coming to the tree which we have been forbidden to partake of, he 
says to my wife: “ This is the best of all the fruit of the garden/ 1 and 
solicits her to partake. She takes, eats and gites to me. While we 
are amusing ourselves with the delicious taste of the fruit, (which is 
raisins tied on a small tree on the floor,) the conductor starts up aB 
of a sudden, and says, “Hark! the Lord is coming; let/ us hide!” 
We are ordered to squat down behind the shrubbery OH'Ae floor* 1 
The feigned Lord’s foot steps are now heard—coming in, he walks 
on the floor, at last calls out, “ Adam, where art thou ? answer, 

“ We heard thy voice and foot steps in the garden, and were afraid, 
and hid Ourselves.” And he says, “Who told thee that thou Was t 
naked V Hast thon Oaten of the tree whereof I commanded thee hofc 
to eat 1” The answer is, “The woman whom thou gavest to be with 
me, she gave me of the tree arid I did erif.’* He then turn's " to 
my wife, and says, 44 What is this that thou haSt done She an* 
swers, 44 The Serpent beguiled me and I did eat.” ' He new turns to 
the individual representing the Devil, and says, “Beearise thori hast 
done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast yt 
the field ; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shall thou eat all the 
days of thy life.” After the man representing the’Beril receives the 
curse from the one acting the part * of the Lord, he gets down arid 
crawls out of the room on his belly, dragging himself slowly alMig* 
as if cursed indeed. * Tri my wife the Lord now adds, will great¬ 
ly tnnhiply thysorrbw and thy conception ; fn sorrow thori shalt jbrin^ 
forth children,” &c. And to trie he says;' ^Because thou hast heart* 
ened ukto the voice of thy wife, 4 and hast eaten of the* tree of whidj 
I commanded thee, saying, thou shalt noteht of it; cumuli tty 
ground for thy sake? fn sorrow shalt thdri eat if iy $11 the dtWdfthy 

life." Thorns Arid thistles ahKfckg frtth Wiht* 

.:o c>c,v rsr.; U -tic*: L/;i ,vr.a- svr ; tu oi e4J 

* -A 
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Ihy.foc* ahaU then cat bread, liil thou retaro unto the ground; for 
dust thou art, and unto the dust shall thou return," 

We now have aprons put on of while cloth, about eighteen inches 
square, with green silk leaves pasted on. We are ordered to kneel 
down to an altar that stands on the centre of the floor, where we a^e 
instructed in a variety of things, such as the folly and impropriety of 
being deceived by the devil, and our not obeying the command of 
God, dec. We are also strictly cautioned not to be led astray again 
by the devil’s influence in any shape that it may come hereafter. 
We now say on cur knees, we renounce the devil forever, and pro¬ 
mise also to keep the commandments of God. We have now certain 
signs, grips, key-words, Ac., given, and all the whys and wherefores 
explained. One of the grips is, the two right hands clasped with the 
end of the thumbs on the upper joint of the fore fingers; second, the 
end of the thumbs directly between the upper two joints of the first 
and second fingers. One of the key-words is the Sun. We are par* 
ticularly instructed in these signs, key-words, grips, Ac., three of each. 

Fifth Degree—A Burlesque on all the Sects. 

After some more ceremony of net much consequence, we are con¬ 
ducted into another, a fifth room, which is a representation of the 
present Religious world. This room is darker than any of the others 
through which we have passed, I suppose expressive of what the 
Mormons say of the sects, that they are all wrong and in gross dark- 
pesA. . The idea conveyed of what is in this room is, that we, Adam 
and Eve> have strolled away from the true ways of the Lord, and 
have become contaminated with some or all of the sectarian religion 
of the day ; or in other words, a lapse of six thousand years is sup¬ 
posed to. have,intervened between what is here acted and that in the 
room we were ia previous to this. 

Our aUention is now attracted by an individual doming in from an 
adjoining room, representing, the Deyil. He comes in great glee, 
hopping and skipping about the floor, holding in his hand a long- 
handled )yooden noggin, which holds about a pint. He says, “ Good 
morning brother Methodist, Presbyterian, Roman Catholic, Baptist, 
TJniyersalist, Shaking Quaker, Millerite, Campbelite," Ac., enumera¬ 
ting all the sectf. of the day, except the Mormons: “ Come, let us 
4fipk,thhsppof fellowshipmqrqing,7 Hq now drinks, and hands 
the noggon to us; wo drink, and hand it back. He then goes on 


If 


with a long ceremony, as follows: Wei!, brethren, you must hare 
doqe well—had a great many revivals—gained a numerous host of 
converts, and would have succeeded in getting the world into some 
of our churches, had it not been for that Joe Smith and the Motmona^ 
They are round everywhere, preaching that we are all wrong—not 
organized according to Scripture, and say we (Protestants) have no¬ 
authority to preach^ except what we have got from the Catholics, and 
all the world agrees that is good for nothing* And now, brethren of 
the sects, I tell you that Mormon plan is an almighty one, and much 
to be dreaded—It strikes at the very root and foundation of all our 
holy religion, and will eventually become the prevailing religion, uo* 
less something can be done to atop it. It has been supposed a hum* 
bug, and would soon come to naught. But this supposition is founded 
altogether in ignorance. Now, who Can not but see this (Joe’s) plan 
is well calculated to undermine all of us. He says, 4 Grtd has nothing 
to do with our churches—he has never sent us to preach ; and they 
have the impudence to ask us to show our authority, and this we can* 
not do, of course. It is true, we read in the Bible, * Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel to every creaturebut they say that 
commission is not to us, but to men of the generation in which it 
was given. (And is not this true ?) Now, the world has been long 
wondering how so many ways could be right, and differing one from 
the other; and Mormon ism is calculated to unravel all this mystery. 
They come right out and say we have all been preaching men’s precept* 
for the commandments of God. And now, I tell you there is much 
truth in their sayings. We might as Well know the truth', and then 


prepare ourselves accordingly. We could do well when 'our authorty 



easy to withstand them. And finally, 
will not do to undertake to hold an argument with them, and we had 
better let them entirely alone, and neither hear nor read arty of their 
books, but keep up the popular cry, * Oh, how great is jthe dehislou Of 
Joe Smith and Mormonism ! Oh, how great 1 .* and as long a* we cart 
keep the people ignorant of their real principles, We shall do well 1 . 
Now, brethren, of all sects, we are talking over things this morning 
among ourselves—and it must not go to me world,^ &c. ‘ 
f After a long ceremony of this kind iu favor of the Mormon F rater- 
nity, we are interrupted by an ptherindividual conimjr id, represent¬ 
ing (Tie Almighty.' "He* commands^ (he i)e>il to depart" an d let Iheaa 
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deceived ptppk (the setts,) alone, and trouble them no longer; for 
the time baa come when they shall be delivered from his Satanic in¬ 
fluence and powert by which they have been bound since the Apostolic 
age of the world. 

The Devil now reluctantly withdraws, and makes towards the door 
looking back over his shoulder at the heavenly messenger, and halts, 
as if at a loss to leave or stay. He is now commanded again, to 
leave, and let the sects alone. He now drops his noggin and dees 
out of the room with gTeat haste and fury. The supposed Lord that 
has acted the last part and conquered the Devil, takes us now and 
teaches us the folly of every other way, that is all the sectarian waya 
and recommends the one true way to us, i. r„ the Apostolic way which 
he tells us is Joseph Smith’s doctrine in every particular. We are 
now supposed to be converted to the Mormon faith exclusively, in 
token whereof, we have our clothing changed, and are dressed in 
white linen, exactly alike with a curious cap of the same material. 
Another idea is here conveyed in this room, that is all the other re¬ 
ligions have to be renounced in turn, and this the particulars of which 
we are here instructed in must eventually be embraced. 

Sixth Degree in the Temple. 

We are next conducted through a partition door into a room that 
represents the Millenial Morning, or the holy, not the most holy, 
place; pn the center of this floor stands another altar erected, with 
three,Books on it—the Bible, Book of Mormon, and Doctrine and 
Covenants, (the revelations of Joseph.) We are required to kneel to 
this altar, where we have an oath administered to the effect, that 
We, will, from this time henceforth and forever, use our influence to 
murder this nation, and teach it to our posterity and all that we have 
influence over, in return for their killing the Prophet Joseph, They 
•ay the murdering of Smith is a national offence. Jt is true that all 
was not personally engaged in the act; but the nation has long wink, 
ed at the abuse of the Mormons, and in this way they have encour¬ 
aged mobs from time to time, until they have finally taken the life of 
the Lord’s Prophet, and now it is the will of the Lord, that the nation 
should be destroyed; and this is his will, that we shall enter into this 
secret conspiracy against the Government, dec., for the above reasons 
and many more given. We are also all sworn at this altar, by a soN 
emn oath, that we Will never reveal to any person what we here do 
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and see in the Temple, during tlii* whole farce, from first to last. If 
we give the least idea or intimation of it, our lives are to be taken; 
and the way of taking it is described ; oar bowels are to be' taken out, 
tongue taken out by the roots, throat cut across, &c. The Lord, his 
holy angels and nil (hat are in the room are tailed on to witness the 
solemn covenant we here make. The individual that administers 
this oath, next takes hold of the hand and gives other grips, sighs, 
words, &c. f of a higher order than those given in the Garden of Jkden,. 

A REMARK* 

Now the man that lead twelve or fifteen thousand through thii 
farce, has .gone with the main body of the Mormons, to California, 
with the express understanding, to my certain knowledge, of carrying 
out these principles among the Western Indians, and all whotn he 
has influence over. He told others that were at Nauvoo, those who, 
were not let into these Temple Mysteries* (for all did not go irr for 
want of time and opportunity,) that when they got to California, there 
would be a tent pitched in the wilderness fur the Indians* benefit and 
all others that had not an opportunity at the Temple at Nauvoo. The 
idea is, if they had not been driven from Nauvoo, all the Mormons 
in all the world would have went there in their turn, and received 
their gTeat anticipated blessing, which I have described in these few 
pages to the very letter, in substance particularly, for the benefit of 
those who are under this wicked leader’s influence. 

After Smith’s death, he issued his proclamation to all the Mormons 
in the United States, that they must come forthwith to Nauvoo, and 
the Lord would tell .them what to do, when they get there. He takes 
us in the Temple in secret, and sap, this is the Lord’s will, that you 
are to cease preaching to these United States/ and go to other nations. 
This is the reason why you see so few preaching here. (Hence the 
remark—"I think they are about broken up.’*) I know of thousands 
of young and able bodied men, who had all this Secret instruction 
with me in Nauvoo the winter befuro they left, and ore now actively 
engaged in making converts in foreign nations and the Hands of the 
sea, and are instructed to go west after this Brigham Young, the 
wickedest man probably now on the earth.- While 1 am writing this, 
let no one say ic ia persecution or fiction. I would not say one word 
on the subject, if I did not know the awful consequences o t carrying 
out that aspiring man’s principles. Look for one moment at its AW*- 
ful effects. He har actually blued hia proclamation to all the Mor* 
mons in all the world where they are* to now center at California, and 
build another city. They are some of them already the/e, With ac¬ 
cess to some of the most secluded and powerful tribes of Indians in 
the woild. Now suppose hi* principles are tarried out, as I am eet* 
tain they Will be, whocarmot see but there, will be great trouble httd 
Joss of thoasands of the lives of innocent meh, women and children f 

* i 
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Now. if Sham vi» m deception in this Almighty Machine nod Engine 
of Death, (thi* aecjret farce,) I would aay nothing. But how can 1 
hold my peace, when I know the foundation of a scheme that cannot 
fail of the literal ruin of my fellow men ? Oh, if I was in possession 
of sufficient eloqnence, I could here write a true picture of conae-. 
quences, that would make the hair raise on the reader’s head. 

Only contemplate for one moment:—A few thousand have already 
arrived at their destined home, between the Rocky Mountains and 
the west sea, with good reasons, as they suppose, for forming this 
conspiracy against the government. Thousands already under their 
inffuence, ait calculating to go to that place, with an inducement that 
the Lord has, in the Nauvoo Temple, and will reveal, great secrets, 
essential to their salvation. Now this is all brought on by degrees. 
By the time they pass through all the hardships they necessarily must 
in getting there, they are pretty well instructed and prepared to be¬ 
lieve it is of God ; 1 mean this great farce that they are all calculat¬ 
ing to go through when they get there. The.consequence must fol¬ 
low, that if this principle is carried out only for a very few years, it must 
result in a civil war; for, depend on it, when people make any thing 
their religion, I don’t care what it is, they will fight for it with good 
courage. 

Now, if Black Hawk could make ao much trouble with the western 
whites, without any particular premeditation, or secret organization, 
or plan, what can the Indians do headed by a cunning, designing 
white man, such as the one I have named ? The Mormon Bible 
claims to be the Indian’s record ; and they are told this American 
land is legally theirs ; that the whites have an unlawful possession aud 
the Indians are finally to drive off the whites, and possess their fa¬ 
ther’s land. 

But I must close this subject, for ray mind is weary with con¬ 
templating the awful consequences of this Temple farce, which I be¬ 
lieve, at least as far aa a part of it is concerned, is a cunningly devised 
fable of a few designing wicked men, and is in ip&gnitude in keeping 
only with other enterprises of this advanced age of the world. If 
any think the Mormons are dying away, they can, with the same pro¬ 
priety say, it will never rain any more, because a great shower has 
just passed, and there are no clouds to be seen now. But oh, fools, 
cr.n you reason on this subject with half the propriety? Is there not 
a cloud in the west already aa btg as a man’s hand to be seen ? I 
think there is, and if you are buch fools as to say, as I have frequently 
heard of late, ‘theyare about dead,' you ought to receive the contents 
on your head. 

Well,after all this, what do you believe? In answer, I would say, 
for the benefit of such, that I believe just what l please. There are 
many things concerning this Fraternity that I as fully believe in as I 
did when 1 first went with them, and always shall, from the fact that 
they are true ; but at the same time I am free to aay, that I am set 
against the proceedings of the Mormons at Nauvoo, and am in the 
full belief that aa that body existed there, they were abominably cor* 


rupt, and are now cursed of God ; and according to Smith's last let¬ 
ter, (that is said to be written by him,),it shows that if he ever was a 
good man, he died in consequence of sin. My only apology for writ¬ 
ing this Temple Secret, as 1 said before, is, that it tenda to evil; and 
as I know many consequences of enormous magnitude, I Have, after 
much reflection, written it out and published it, to prerent others Voing’ 
after it. , .. * 6 

I will nowretnm to the Temple ceremony After being instructed 
in many other things iti this room of less consequence, I am taken by 
a female conductor and led to another partition which they call the 
Veil that separates the Holy from the Most Holy place. This thin 
cloth, called the Veil, is something like book-muslin, covers a vacancy 
left in the partition for this purpose, behind which stands a man in the 
Most Holy place. With him I converse, through this thin cloth. I 
here give'him the new name I confidentially received, sighs, motions, 
grips, dec., given to me at the different altars, which is a condition of 
my entrance through a door about three or four feet to the left, called 
the Door of the Celestial Kingdom of God. My conductor knocks 
at this door—it is opened by dne from within, who asks, ** Who is 
there V 9 My conductor replies, “ One having kept all the command¬ 
ments of God, (referring to the carrying out of the principles repre¬ 
sented and acted in this farce,) desires to enter the kingdom abd be 
forever with the Lord. 1 • 

Seventh Degree in the Temple- 

I now pass through this door, which brings me in a very large and 
spacious room, perfectly light, all nicely furnished, representing the 
Celestial Kingdom of God, or the highest degree of- glory that man 
is to arrive at in the eternal world. This being the last room, repre* 
senting the final rest of mao, we are now all clothed exactly alike, in 
fine white linen* with crowns on out heads, representing what we art 
finally to come in possession of—that is what we were ordained to in 
the setond room, king and queen, for that is the object of this whole 
drama, to represeat what has beehJind will be through time and eter¬ 
nity. This being the last room, come in turn, two at a time, 
through ail the others, here we remain as long as we please, some¬ 
times numbering hundreds, all in white as before described, mole and 
female, with crowns on our heads, all conversing of course on the 
singular and unexpected blessing just received, as prqtendedf from the 
band af-the Lord, Jot whicL are have l^redeo hajdv-piestnting a 


8s<*t csrioibufd'nosel eight* 'There at'anetbw door that enters this 
jtoem'. W*fiy ccfme iV fain that direction, that b*ve gone ‘through 
the initiation prdvfoyaly?. ThU is tb* reason of to many being ip 
roota>—Tbe law is* {haf all whpheve thus beeu. initiated have 
ihe privilege of coming in this last room when they please, by going 
first to a certain place in the Temple and preparing themselves with 
the kingly apparel before described, toft none are permitted to. enter 
this holy place on any QtW condition than that ho is one that can 
give the signs, Ac., that he receives going ihrpugh this ordeal. In 
this room, when thus assembled* am,all the Mysteries of the King¬ 
dom taught* such as what is called the* Spiritual Wife Doctrine for 
instance. Wa are here told that this ceremony is tbe commencement 
of tbe law of God* and the laws pf tt^e land are no more binding on 
us; all our former ties of marriage, &c., are all dow cut asunder, and 
we are all thrown loose upon the. world- ns if never married. It is 
now the woman’s privilege to choose whom she sees fit; if she likes 
the one the has been living with, /she can keep him ; if not, she is at 
liberty to ship him and take another; and it is the man’s privilege to 
have one, two, four, ten 9 or twenty, according to his standing in the 
church, and the influence he has with tbe leader, for he is the one 
whom they are brought before rud married over. He says every 
other marriage os performed by ministers, justices, &c., is null and 
void, and it is strictly essential to our salvation and future prosperity, 
both in time and oternity. that we are thus joined together. The 
philosophy of this is, we -are ordained to be king, for instance, and 
what is the title good for if we have no kingdom to rule over 1 A 
king without a kingdom, would be without honor. Here yon see in a 
hint, the foundation of this plurality of wives 1 system, and the object 
a mao has in getting more than one wife. Ho is to be promoted 
through all eternity, according, to this theory, by his posterity, which 
art the subjects of his dominion^ and of course the more wives, the 
more numerous his posterity: •• -*»• . > 

I might write i volume on thia principle; of facts, as taught by this 
leader, but I forbear, fearing it will bo considered as persecution, and 
tbs object that I intended will not be accomplished ; that is, giving- 
to the werld thie bare Temple Ceremony, from the,fact, that it Is kept 
« secret from moat of their own people, and that it tends as I have 
eaid to eviL 

• The questiomhaa been frequently asked me, if yoa bate bond 
yowrself bytaa eeUt tefeeep third secreCy where is the pr o pr iety M 
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yom revealing it ? My answer to such questions is, the man that eon* 
ducted us through this farce, done it by cunning intrigue and usurped 
authority, and is himself with the farce, an imposition on the Mormon 
Church, and their original principles. For instance, they hare it re¬ 
corded on their Church Recdrd, that a man shall have but one wife, 
&c.; here he says we may have more, but makes us swear not to tell 
of it at the expense of life. Again: five minutes previous to my go¬ 
ing to that altar, I knew not what they would require of me. AH 
this come on unexpected and new, from the beginning of the fared; 
consequently, for the reasons above and many more that mighr be 
given, 1 feel under no obligation to keep it; but feel it a duty to pub¬ 
lish it, that all who are and may come under this leader’s influence, 
may be warned against what will prove their ruin, if his principles 
are carried out. 


NAUVOO AND ITS TEMPLE. 


The Mormon city, is in a bend on the bank of the Mississippi, and 
occupies an elevated position and space of about three miles cne way 
and four the other. This ground is promiscuously built up, with a 
variety of houses, sufficient in number to contain about fifteen thou¬ 
sand inhabitants. The buildings vary from a small log and inud hut, 
from ten to fourteen feet square, one story, to between one and two 
hundred feet square, four stories including basement, of brick and 
stone. The occupants ajre about one-half Americans, perhaps one- 
third English, and the remainder from different nations—no blacks. 


Public Buildings—a Seventies’ Hall, of brick, two stories—a Masonic 
Hall, of brick, four stories including basement—a Music Hall, of 
brick, one story, about 40 by 60 feet—an Arsenal, three story, of stone. 
Then the Great Temple, which is unquestionably one of the finest 
buildings in the country. Its location is about in the center of the 
city, on a hill that rises gradually from the river; it is built of white 
limestone quarried from the bank of the Mississippi^ The architect's 
name is Weeks ? under the superintendence of Joseph Smith. ;, Hun¬ 
dreds of Mormpns were employed on it, directly or indirectly, fro mitt 
commencement. It is eighty feet wide, one hundred and twenty- 
eight feet in length, and from the ground to the extreme summit, it 
measures two huudr^d and ninety-two feet. It is after no particular 
style of architecture. It has a portico of three archways; is sur¬ 
rounded with thirty polished stone pilasters, at;the .base of which.is 
carved a new moon inverted, while the capital of each i* formed of a 
full head the whole breadth of the pilaster, projecting out from the. 
buildina, representing the risingSnaooc^ng *— * 

ported by two bands ' 

*. 3 l 


ufipa*;* qtorad, «p- 
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{ rout# is this j ascription, in golden letter?:—“ The House of the Lord, 
mill by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Pay Saints. Commenc¬ 
ed April 6, 1841. Holibess to the Lord/* In the center of the base¬ 
ment, which is the full size of the Temple, converging to the center, 
i# a baptismal font, (the object of which I will briefly describe below,) 
supported by twelve oxen as large as life, heads froniing out each 
way from the center, executed in solid stone. Two stairways lead 
into the font from opposite directions. All around the outside of this 
main floor are small rooms, designed for a purpose that I cannot here 
describe for want of room. It is connected with the principle of the 
Baptism for the Dead, according to the Mormon Theory, that I shall 
hint at belpw. On the first floor are three pulpits and a place for a 
large choir; and on either side eight arched windows. Over the 
Prophet’s Throne is this inscription : 11 The Lord had beheld our sa¬ 
crifice come after us.” Between the first und second floors, on either 
aide, are two long rooms appropriated to the use of the Patriarchs, 
lighted from without by eight circular windows each ; the rooms of 
the second floor are similar to that of the first. Around the hall of 
the spacious attic, are twelve small rooms, each lighted with a beauti¬ 
ful circular window, and a massive lock on the door. The walls of 
the building are about six feet thick. The summit of this splendid 
edifice is gained by two winding stairways from the base. The pro¬ 
bable cost is about One Million Dollars. 


BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD. 

All that have died since the Apostolic age, whether professor or 
npn-professor, whether called Christian or sinner, are neither damned 
nor saved ; they are neither in heaven or hell, according to the com¬ 
mon acceptation of the term. They are all yet to be saved, even the 
mo&t vile sinner, on a certain condition, and that condition consists in 
part in baptism by proxy. 1 mean by this (to cut it short,) that the 
living, after embracing the Gospel themselves and being baptized in 
water by God’s authority, (which is the Mormon's only,) it is their 
privilege to go in the Terpple and in the font be baptized for their 
dead friends, from child to parent back ever* from this to the Apostolic 
age, and call all their progenitors by name; and have them all record¬ 
ed in the Church Book. This is the object for which that font was 
constructed in the Tepiple,*and not for common baptizing, as people 
have generally-supposed/ * ' <: r - ! 

It is almost impossible however to give much of an idea op this subject, 
although perfectly plain to a Mormon. It opens into a field that might 
-oecijpy a volume/* The farther philosophy of sinners not being damned 
and Christians not being sravedf is; the Christian and sipnef 'nrq both 
•placed'on a level'by-the MormonThey'd** not believe God has any 
thing aV all to d^with th$se’ sectarian* church organizationsconse- 
qwHJily tba whole world is unotganixed 'at present,' in the estimation 



of God ; and a good man in the world is aS godd as one thfct had 
gone to some man’s creed and subscribed to that; The idea is, thil 
whole world is and has been without a church of Gbd since the ApdS* 
tolic Age, until it was reorganized by Joseph Smith ; consequently 
none have been damned since that authority was taken Iroiti thd 
earth, from the fact, (hat there has bt en no law transgressed. I me ah 
by law, the Gospel plan, which are those ordinances which God bus 
commanded the people to comply with as a condition of salvation, 
Baptism, for instance. The commission is to the Apostles, ,4 lte that 
is baptized shall be saved the inference is, he that is not baptised; 
if he has an opportunity, shall be damned, &c. Then if thCte hd$ 
been no one legally authorized, in the name of the Lord; to preach 
and administer -the ordinances, of coorse they can not be Condemned 
of God for not complying with them. Consequently all the world M 
yet in a salvable condition, whether dead or alive. Well, tears one* 
what good will it do the dead to be baptized for them *? The idea is; 
that the spirit is of eternal duration, consequently it never bed a'beM 
ginning; (any thing that never has an end, never h$d a beginning j) 
and the body’s being separated from it for a while, does not change it* 
relation to God in the least, but is susceptible of right and wrong, catf 
refuse or choose, the same as if connected with the body. 1 If a mart 
has died during the time I have referred to, when the priesthood watf 
noton the earth, is it reasonable to suppose that he is damned whetv’ 
tho law has not condemned him ? But says one, does the bible not 
condemn all that do not comply with its requirements ? Yes. This 
is coming to the point. The Mormon thedry is, that God has not? 
required any thing of the people for sixteen hundred years, more tha# 
to observe all right principles, and reject all wrong; the same as iw 
required of the heathen, where the law is not written* The only 
difference between us and the heathen is, they have no law written} 
we have one but no legal officers to administer the ordinance^ thetfe^ 
of. Perhaps I will be better understood in these words: TbeJiibl* 
has been to us, for past centuries the same as a copy of the Const!** 
tution of the United States would be to future generation*, i# theT* 
were no legal officers appointed to succeed those now in office, after 
their death. Of course, if every man should hereafter go aceotdrngto hio* 
own notion, why, the Constitution of the U, States would only remain** 
in being as a reference to show the noble principles therein contained; 
and although the future generations should continue from age to age 
to keep up the cry and say to all they might have influence over, *ofr 
the good and noble principles of the Constitution of otir land,’ and tfT 
the same time have six or seven hundred other Constitutions framed; 
differing essentially in many instances from the one so highly applaud* 
ed what would you think of such* a course of conducvl Now this* 
is precisely the condition of the religious worldv I* it not evident 1 
, that if the Bible i's a copy of God’s law, it is On* thing* an* fletwbot 
every body’s notion might be Of it t - - •* v/*;f \ .v \uib 

This is the reason why they place all ministers and other pfoffeiH 
sore of religion on a level with what aitf colled einftmr of the woridV 
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people Their preaching, baptizing, or administering any of the or* 
dinencei is of no account, from the fact, that when we come to ex* 
amine the law* by which they ate governed, we find them all differ¬ 
ing from the law of God; and the fact that their laws differ from the 
law of God is evident, that they differ on£ from the other. It would 
be folly in the extreme, to suppose that our Constitution could he 
twisted to accommodate itself to six or seven hundred other different 
ones that might be got up by other men w ithin itself. The assertion is 
that all the present existing churches have been got up by men on that 
principle, and have come out of the Catholic Church. If they have 
any authority to preach, she (the Catholic Church) has conferred it, 
and they say themselves she is the abomination of all the earth, con¬ 
sequently the authority she has conferred on the founders of the Pro- 
tastant churches is good for nothing according to their own confes¬ 
sion. Then by what authority are they acting ? Is it from God, tht 
Catholic Church, or none at all ? They say it is not from the Catho¬ 
lic Church, (although it is the only authority they can show.) Then 
it must be either from God, or none at all. Well, they all say it is 
the heighth of folly to suppose God would call men in this age by 
revelation ; so it can not be of God, according to their own theory. 
The conclusion then is, they have none at all ; but are preaching on 
their own hook, have run without being sent, which Goa has strictly 
forbidden. 

It need not be wondered at then that there are so many different 
professing sects on the earth at present, taking this view of the sub¬ 
ject. Men have been framing constitutions within the Constitution 
of God, for centuries, at the same time crying out to all around, “Oh 
what a blessed book, containing the (in the singular) Law of God !" but 
at the same time calling men several hundred different ways at once. 
The religious state of things at present is the same, precisely, as the 
political world would be, if our present officers should be cut off and 
no more elected. . In the course of time, we would have as many dif¬ 
ferent little governments within this nation, (although the Constitution 
would bo the same,) as there are different churches within the gov¬ 
ernment of God. Now if the law of the land is one thing and can't 
be altered until revised, why not God's law one and the same until 
revised. Well, has God's law been revised by himself since it was 
given ? If it has been, it argues he is an imperfect being, for if he 
is perfect, as he most certainly is, his law can never be altered. 
Then the law which was given eighteen hundred years ago, is eter¬ 
nally the same,‘throughout all ages. Now the law of God, as it was 
eighteen hundred years ago, having been perverted, and a variety of 
other laws instituted, argues a necessity of some provision being made 
in the wisdom of God, for those that have died during this period, 
and here comes the necessity of baptizing for the dead, which is in¬ 
separably connected with the authority of the Priesthood. 

The reason why none have been saved during this space, since the 
Priesthood has been taken from the earth, is simply because the means 
of salvation has not been among them. A man's salvation consists in 
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coming in possession of the knowledge of all truth as it is in Christ t and 
he never will be fully saved until he arrives at this period. The means 
God has instituted to effect this great object, is baptism for remission 
of sins, after repentance and the gift of the Holy Ghost by the lay¬ 
ing on of, the hands of God’s Ministers, (not assumed authorized ones.) 
This is a part of God’s law. Now the simple reason why the Holy 
Ghost is given, is by degrees, in the course of time, to perfect belie¬ 
vers ; that is, that it may commence, and as fast as the person lives 
for it and God sees fit, take of the things of the Father and reveal 
them to the believer. As we read in John’s Gospel, until he becomes 
perfected, (that is, that God continues to reveal unto him, on condi¬ 
tion of his continual perseverance in faith and good works,) until he 
comes in possession of the knowledge of ail things, even as it is-in 
Christ. Now this is what constitutes salvation according to Mormon 
Theory, and the argument runs thus:—Where there is no true priest¬ 
hood, (as we have been reasoning above,) that is, no legal authority 
from God to administer the law of the constitution of God, (the Bible,) 
the only means of man’s salvation (the Holy Ghost,) is withheld as a 
matter of course. There has been no person really saved since the 
Holy Ghost was among the people in the Apostolic age. The means 
of their salvation now, is Baptism by Proxy, by their living friends, 
so that when they come forth in the resurrection and receive a literal 
tangible body, according to promise, they will then go on the one that 
lives, until that period arrives with the resurrected one receiving all 
intelligence with regard to what is yet in the bosom of the Deity, bv 
the agency of the same Holy Ghost that they commence with, until 
they come, as I said before, in possession of the knowledge of oil 
things even as it is Christ Jesus. Now if there had been’a true suc¬ 
cession of God’s ministers, from the Apostolic age to this time, there 
would have been no such thing as Baptizing for the Dead. There 
would have been no necessity for it, from the fact of their having an 
opportunity for themselves ; and the simple reason why it must be 
complied with by proxy is, that it is a part of God’s law. When 
Christ was baptized, it was only to fulfil the law. As he was the first 
fruits of the resurrection : all that compose the number of the Church 
of the first born will have fulfilled this law themselves or by proxy, 
from the fact that the Holy Ghost, which is (as I have shown,) the 
only means of their perfection, is given on condition that this law is 
complied with. .. (To be Continued.) 


|T!;« following is designed to show the foundation and claims of the Second Mormon iProphel, 
now actively enraged m Wbeomin, by the name of Jakc a J. Smsft, a lawyer, formerly ef 
the state ortf ew-York.1 ' ,• * > 

JOSEPH SMITH’S LAST VISION, 

In which he appoints his Successor, nine days before he was murdered. 

I have long felt that my present work was almost done, and that 1 
should soon be called to rule a mighty host; but something whispers 






soft it will be an the land of spirits, where the wicked cctii from 
troubling and the bands of the prisoners fall off Mv heart yearns 
for my little ones, bat I know God will be a father to them, and I can 
claim face to face the fulfilment of promises from .him who is a cove¬ 
nant keeping God, and who sweareth and faileth not^to the uttermost. 

The wolves are upop the scent, and I am waiting to be offered up, 
if such be the will of God, knowing that though my visage be more 
marred than that of any, it will be unscarred and fair when archangels 
shall place upon my brow the double crown cf martyr and king in a 
heavenly world. i 

In the midst of darkness and boding danger, the spirit of, Elijah 
came upon me, and I went away to inquire of God how the Church 
should be saved. 

I was upon the hill of the Temple, (at Nauvoo.) The calm father 
of waters rolled below changeless and eternal. I beheld a light in the 
heavens above and streams of bright light illuminated the firmament 
varied and beautiful as the rainbow, gentle yet rapid as the fierce 
lightning. 

The Almighty came from his throne of rest. He clothed himself 
with light as with a garment. He appeared and moon and stars went 
out. The earth dissolved in space. 1 trod on air, and was borne on 
wings of Cherubims. The sweetest strains of heavenly music thrilled 
in my ear, but the notes were low and sad as though they sounded the 
requiem of martyred Prophets. • 

1 bowed my head to the earth and asked only wisdom and strength 
for the Church. The voice of God answered: My servant Joseph, 
thou hast been faithful over many things and thy reward is glorious, 
the crown and sceptre are thine and they wait thee. But thou hast 
sinned in some things and thy punishment is very bitter. The whirl¬ 
wind goeth before and its clouds are dark, but rest followeth and to 
its days there shall be no end. Study the words of the vision, for it 
tarrieth not. 

And now behold my servant James J. Strang hath come to thee 
from far, for truth, when he knew it not, and hath not rejected it, but 
had faith in thee, the Shepherd and Stone of Israel, and to him shall 
the gathering of the people be; for he shall plant a stake of Zion 
(Mormon city) in Wisconsin, and 1 will establish it, and there shall 
my people have peace and rest, and shall not be moved, for it shall be 
established on the Prairie on White River, in the lands of Racine and 
Walworth, (25 miles from Southport, Lake Michigan.) 

And I will have a house (another Temple,) built unto me there of 
stone, and there will I show myself to my people by many mighty 
works, and the name of the city shall be called Voree, (already esta¬ 
blished,) which, being interpreted, Garden of Peace : for there shall my 
jpeople have peace and rest, and wax fat and pleasant in the presence 
of their enemies. 

So spake the Almighty God of heaven. Thy duty is made plain, 
.and if thou lackest wisdom, ask of God, in whose hands I trust thee, 
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and he shall give thee unsparingly; for if evil befall me, thou shall 

lead the flock to pleasant pastures. God sustain thee, 

James J. Stsakc. JOSEPH SMITH. 

• 

{Thi* letter received at Forlinrton by regular coarse of mail, coming through tha dUtrlhoU 
iny office at Chicago, and bears the WauToo Postmark of jJone 19, the dajr lollowing Jta dale,]— 
Amidoi^. 


A Sketch of Joseph Smith’s Origin and First Vision. 

He was bom in Sharon, Windsor county, Vt.,onthe 23d December, 
1605. When ten years old, his parents moved to Palmyra, N. York. 

* All the trade he had was farming. His education was limited to a 
slight knowledge of two or three of the common branches of learning. 
When about fifteen years old, he began seriously to reflect on the ne¬ 
cessity of being prepared for a future state, but in what way he knew 
not. The inquiry arose in his mind, which of all the sects is right, 
and to which one should he go for instruction. The great question to 
be decided in his minji was, which one of all these churches is the 
Church of God. He accordingly commenced searching the Scriptures, 
believing the things which he read. His mind soon got hold of the 
following passage: “If any man lack wisdom, let him ask of God,” 

&c.. He now saw that it was his privilege to know for a certainty, 
which of all the churches was the church of God. He therefore re¬ 
tired to a secret place in a grove, a short distance from his father’s 
house, and commenced praying to God that he would reveal to him 
which was the true church. He was at first severely tempted by the 
powers of darkness, which endeavored to overcome him, blit he con¬ 
tinued to pray for deliverance, until darkness gave way from his mind, 
and he was enabled to pray in fervency of spirit and in faith. While 
thus pouring out his anxious soul in prayer, desiring an answer from 
God, he at length saw a very bright light in the heavens above 
which at first seemed to be at a distance. He continued praying, ^ 
while the light appeared to be gradually descending toward him, and 
as it drew nearer, it increased in brilliancy and magnitude, so that by 
the time it reached the trees the whole wilderness for some distance 
was illuminated in a most brilliant manner. The light continued de¬ 
scending gradually, until it rested on the ground, and he was over¬ 
whelmed with it. When it first came upon him* it produced a pecu¬ 
liar sensation throughout his whole system, and immediately his mind 
was caught away from natural objects by which he was surrounded, 
and he was enwrapped in a heavenly vision, and saw two glorious 
personages, which exactly resembled each other. They informed him 
that his sins were forgiven. He was also informed on the subject of 
the churches—that they were all wrong, and he should follow pone of 
their ways; and he received a promise that the true church was now 
to be organized* dec.-—on which the vision withdrew, leaving his mind 
in peace and holy resignation. Sotuj time afterward, he being young 
fall into sin, of which ha afterward repented, aud it pleased God, <u$ 
the evening of 21st Sept., 1833, to again hear his prayers; and as he 
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had retired to rest as usual, only that his mind was drawn out in pray* 
er and earnest desire to commune with some kind messenger on sub¬ 
jects which had agitated his mind. While he thus pqnred out his 
soul in prayer to God, on a sudden, a light like that of day burst into 
the room. At first, it was as if the room was filled witji consuming 
fire, which caused a sensation to the extremities of his body. In a 
moment a personage stood before him, with an additional glory around 
him. His countenance was like lightning, his stature'a little above 
the common size of men, his garments perfectly white, and had the 
appearance of being without seam. This personage declared himself 
to be an angel seat from God, to inform him of important things con- * 
cerning the^establishment of the true church once more for the last 
time on ^£rth. He was also informed, that the American Indians 
were once *-prosperous and mighty nation, having prophets and in¬ 
spired men among them, and the records which those inspired men 
wrote were hid in the earth, (the Mormon Bible,) and he was now the 
instrument God had chosen to bring them forth, flee. After giving 
much instruction concerning things past, present and future, he dis¬ 
appeared, but before morning, appeared twice, giving instruction conr 
cerning where the plates were, how to obtain them, flee. Those plates 
were in a hill near Manchester, between Palmyra and Canandaigua, 
N. Y. The plates were of metal, of the thickness of tin, engraved 
close with hierogliphics, enclosed in a stone box, under ground. From 
these records, the book of Mormon was translated by Joseph Smith, 
and the Mormon Church organized on the 6th April, 1830, with six 
members.—O. Pratt's History , a Mormon . 


Joseph Smith’s Death. 

He wet in Csrthage Jail, IU., awaiting his trial.' While there, the jail was 
rushed oa and broke* in bj an armed and painted mob of from 150 to 200 men. 
who rnahsd and fired at the door. Smith was in the act of jumping out of an 
opposite window to save his life, when he was fired on from without and fell to 
the grouod wounded, after which he was taken and set up agsiosl a well curb, 
and deliberate aim taken by four men. on which he received four balls, which 
terminated In immediate death. His body was taken toNaovoo, 18 or 20 miles, 
before nadrested, all ia blood. Information waa sent to Nauvoo of bis death, 
before bis body drived, at which awful and unexpected news, the whole city of 
12,000 or 15,000 inhabitants, were overwhelmed in one universal expression of 
sorrow, wailing, lamentation and wo I When the corpse entered "the city, the 
atreeu were thronged for miles with thousands of men, women and children 
crowding to the main street from every direction of. the city, all bathed in tears, 
at the lots of their beloved Prophet. The corpse waa takeo to his own resi¬ 
dence, and a procession formed, and all his followers in order, in quick succession, 
were permitted to pass in double file, jmd view, for the last time, the founder of 
their religion. After this, his body was deposited, the public knew not where. 

The sabsiance of bis doctrine was, that all the sects are wrong—that the 
church must be now exactly as it was 1800 years ago; organised with Apostles, 
and Prophets, fcc., of. which he claimed to be one, ia no less sense than Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, or any of the old Prophets. 
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